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Meteor showers are different from meteors producing meteorites

These amazing light-shows in the sky happen
when streams of cosmic debris from the tail of a

comet it the_ Earth S atmosphere Ilghtnlng-qult:‘k“- o : ~ Did you know that Did you know that sand is made up of " :
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night sky. Meteor showers are named from SHg T R Z related to their chemical ~ composition of sand varies quite a bit but
the constellation that they appear tooriginate. . 3K compodtond Meteors - more often tan ot nor-tropica) sand wh
from. For example a shower that seems LO. =%, ~ D '_ of calcium will create - have Iearned that meteorite impacts can
come out of the constellation Perseus is called - @ Vviolet streaks in the sky, transform.the crystalline structure of the
“a Perseid shower. Lucky for us, the mete{)l’s that >_ ~ whereas magnesium- ~mineral and create new kinds of silica. This - S
make up a shower are almost all smaller than "~ rich meteors give offa . means that scientists can use sand to learn ~ "o # R
~ an‘individual grain of sand and vapofize in th.e | W B verdant green glow . more about where and when meteorites INAY ol TR S SR
Earth’s atmosphere well before thely reach the = e S T X gageﬁ[]“e%k b ES{thOTrot‘éseasnlﬂstﬁfeieairg’ +, Weest couboniIed Gt o 5 S
-surface. If they didn’t, we’'d have a lot of trouble - i oS R ygu il bi sta)ndizg ON SOMG grains fromia . quartz Meteorites do not contain any '
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= | | either a meteor outburst”or a meteor storm”
can produce at least 1,000 meteors an hourl o
That’s one eck of a hanlsterml

You can search for your own micrometeorites e
e f:;.;; AR - P saé 9

contain small am0unts of -
iron and nickel; they

~ likely to roll and fall off. If your roof i iis" ol
pitched, check the‘gutters! Placing
" a bucket at the bottom of your rain ,‘

droplets of stone or metal that were once melted
and have now solidified.

Carefully rinse and collect all the pa
bottom of your bowl, then place on a plz

However, not all spherules are micrometeorites.
Nature creates spherules with the heat of volcanic
eruptions or lightning strikes. Humans also make
spherules as a byproduct of industrial processes,

or through the usage of power tools. This is very
common, so it’s important to look for the right signs
when seeking out MMs.

0 4mm the srnat rac ion of your sample, the btts that fall tu‘ e Igh the mes
could be micrometeorites! Place your screened samples into separate con ‘iners.
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Look closely.

are tiny, only

0.4 millimeters |n
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